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Halls Head College ESC - Term 3
Newsletter

Principals Message- Mrs Sandy Hodge

As Term 3 draws to a close, | want to take a moment to reflect on what has been an
incredibly full, vibrant and rewarding ten weeks.

This term marked my first as the official Principal of our school and I'd like to begin by
sincerely thanking our students, staff and families for your resilience, organisation,

confidence, getting along and persistence as we transition into this new leadership team.
Your support and positivity have made this term genuinely inspiring.

Guided by our school’s values, we embraced every opportunity to Learn with Hands and
Heart. From rich classroom learning to real-world experiences, our students demonstrated
enthusiasm and curiosity whilst learning new things and undertaking new experiences.

The Year 10s enjoyed an unforgettable visit to Crown Theatre to see Beauty and the Beast:
The Musical, while the Year 9s supported Civics and Citizenship learning with a trip to
Parliament House, deepening their understanding of the law-making processes. Meanwhile,
the Career Taster excursion to South Metropolitan TAFE opened the Year 9s eyes to future
possibilities and pathways.

And how could we forget our school camp! After, what felt like years of planning and
preparation, it finally came to life! It was a highlight of the term, filled with laughter and
unforgettable memories.

We continued to Strengthen Community Connections in powerful ways. Open Night
welcomed families into our classrooms, showcasing student learning and school life. We
partnered with HHC to mark R U OK? Day, sharing important conversations about wellbeing.
The Kickability incursion and Perth Wildcats All Abilities Carnival ensured everyone had a
chance to shine.

Our Galaxy Choir and School Band proudly represented us at the WAGSMS concert series,
opening the event to a thunderous applause, while Workplace Learning wrapped up for our
Year 10s, with a thank-you morning tea planned for Term 4.

Term 3 was also a time to Celebrate the Small Stuff; Go Nuts About the Big. Our Literacy
and Numeracy Assembly was a standout with award winners being recognised, during a
joyful celebration of learning. We also took time to recognise our incredible team during
Principal Appreciation Day and Education Assistants Appreciation Week, thank you for all
you do.

We discovered our students (and staff) really love cupcakes, when we held a cupcake stall to
raise valuable funds for our school camp. A big thank you to everyone who supported and
helped with this fundraiser, particularly our school board members.

None of these learning experiences would have been possible without our students taking
responsibility to Own Their Own Journey, regularly attending school with a positive attitude
and growth mindset.

Finally, | want to acknowledge the importance of Open and Growth-Led Communication,
whether it’s checking in with each other on R U OK? Day, sharing successes in assemblies, or
collaborating with families at Open Night, we are committed to building a school culture
grounded in nurture, growth and connections.



Thank you once again for a truly memorable Term 3. | look forward to continuing this
journey together as we move into Term 4 with even more opportunities to learn, grow and
celebrate.

Sandy Hodge

Principal
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Noongar Season

The Noongar Season ‘Djilba’ is represented by the colour pink as it symbolises the growth
of wildflowers and plants.



This is the start of the massive flowering explosion that happens in the Southwest, beginning
with the yellow flowering plants such as the acacias.

Djilba is a transitional time of the year, with some very cold and clear days, combining with
warmer, rainy and windy days mixing, with the occasional sunny day or two.

Traditionally, the main food sources included many of the land-based grazing animals such
as the Yonger (kangaroo), the waitj (emu) and the koomal (possum).

As the days start to warm up, we see and hear the first of the newborns with their proud
parents out and about providing them with food, guiding them through foraging tasks and
protecting their family units from much bigger animals, including people!

The woodland birds are still nest-bound, hence the swooping protective behaviour of the
koolbardi (magpie), djidi djidi (willy wag tails) and chuck-a-luck (wattle birds).

As the season progresses and the temperatures continue to rise, the flower stalks of the
balgas (Grass Trees) emerge in preparation for the coming Kambarang season.

School Board
The Term 3 School Board Meeting was held on Monday 15th September 2025.
The agenda included:

e Business Plan Updates

e 2026 Parent Contribution and Charges

e Training Module 4

Have you considered joining the school board? We are currently accepting nominations from
our school community to become members of our School Board. If your child is currently a
student at Halls Head ESC and you are passionate about helping our students learn and grow,
then we would invite you to please consider nominating for a position. For further
information please reach out to our School Board Secretary on
kylie.gardiner@education.wa.edu.au

Important Information
Food Assistance and Emergency Relief

We understand that times can be challenging for some families. Here is information and
contact details of local organisations offering assistance and food relief to support you and
your family during the school holidays.
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School Holiday Guide

The City of Mandurah Youth team offer many FREE activities and programs over the holidays
for those aged 11-25.

To see the holiday guide, please follow this link*

Year 7.1 - Mrs Christine Curry

Term Three got off to a positive start, with our students showing enthusiasm and
resilience.

A highlight was the introduction of the new Term Three Personal Interest Programs (PIP),
which brought lots of smiles and fantastic feedback from both staff and students. Despite
the chilly weather, spirits were lifted with steaming bowls of soup prepared by our talented
Year 10 Business Enterprise students. A delicious way to keep everyone warm while building
a strong sense of community.

English — We explored different types of informative and procedural writing. Students
researched a country in Asia and created PowerPoint presentations to share their findings
with the class, developing their skills in writing information reports. They also followed and
wrote their own procedures, starting with making playdough and then designing step-by-
step instructions for using outdoor equipment safely.

Maths - Was full of hands-on learning and discovery this term. Students engaged in skip-
counting and created their own number patterns using addition and subtraction. We also
explored fractions, learning about halves, quarters and eighths. We practised comparing and
ordering them in fun, practical ways. In Statistics and Probability, students enjoyed
experimenting with chance activities and representing data, which led to engaging
discussions about what the numbers revealed.

*https://www.mandurah.wa.gov.au/-/media/files/com/downloads/community/programs-and-
activities/youth/school-holidays-sept-oct-2025--youth-web.pdf

HASS - In Geography, students learned about the importance of water as a resource and the
challenges involved in managing it. They explored the differences between renewable and
non-renewable resources, compared Australia’s water supply with other continents, and
discussed the causes of water scarcity. Students also investigated solutions such as recycling,
desalination, and reducing water consumption. They also examined what makes a place
liveable, considering factors such as environmental quality, access to services, and
community facilities. These discussions helped students understand how natural resources
and liveability influence where people choose to live.

Students celebrated Literacy and Numeracy Week by dressing up as their favourite
characters. It was a fantastic way to build social skills by creating conversations.

We hope you enjoyed our Assembly item, where students showcased their procedural
writing skills through a fun, MasterChef-inspired performance. The students had a blast
creating and acting out the scenes. There might be some future stars among them!

It’s hard to believe there’s just one term left before our first year of high school is complete.
Time truly flies when you're learning, growing and having fun.
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Year 7.2 - Miss Breanna Terry
Hello to our Year 7 parents and carers,

We honestly cannot believe that we were nearing the end of Term 3. The students have
become very comfortable in a high school setting, and | am very proud of how well each of
them is doing and how far they have come.

English - This term in English, we learned about procedures. The students read and followed
a variety of different instructions, as well as learned how to write a procedure themselves.
They thoroughly enjoyed writing procedures on how to brush your teeth and make toast.
Once their procedures were completed, Miss Terry had the task of following them. It was
very funny to see Miss Terry with toothpaste all over her face after following some of the
students’ instructions! However, it also gave the students a great opportunity to reflect and
think about how they could improve their procedure writing skills.

Maths - In Maths, we focused on patterning—identifying number patterns, colour patterns,
creating pattern pictures, skip counting, and fractions. We then moved on to chance and
data. As always, the students enjoyed using hands-on materials and resources to support
their learning.

HASS - During HASS in Term 3, we studied Geography. Students learned about renewable
and non-renewable resources, as well as different types of renewable energy. We also
explored the concept of liveability and what makes a particular place liveable.

Every Wednesday, the students looked forward to attending their Personal Interest Program.
This term they participated in a variety of groups such as Film Club, Around the World, Arts
and Crafts, and Life Skills—where they got to make some delicious treats.

The students loved all the special events this term, including the cupcake sale that was
organised to raise money for our Year 9/10 camp. We are looking forward to the end of the
term, especially as Miss Terry is very busy organising our very first excursion. We are also
excited about the upcoming school holidays—a chance to rest our school brains and get
ready for the final term of Year 7.




Sport - Mr Chris Wilton

Term 3 was wet and wild at times, weather-wise, but our students were fantastic braving
the conditions and adapting to indoor activities when needed.

Kicking-based sports such as soccer and football were the focus for Years 7-9, while the Year
10s primarily engaged in lacrosse.

The school had a team participate in the Perth Wildcats All Abilities Basketball Carnival. Our
players were outstanding in both their effort and sportsmanship.

We were also visited by the Kickability Football (AFL) program, where students were coached
in some of the game's fundamental skills.

Well done to our certificate recipients for this term:
¢ Year 7 — Michael
¢ Year 8 - Mathew
¢ Year 9 - Blain

¢ Year 10 - Mia




Galaxy Choir - Mrs Mandy McColl
Hello from your Galaxy Choir,

This term was very exciting! As it included our biggest performance to date at the Mandurah
Performing Arts Centre, where we performed in front of a crowd of hundreds!

What a performance and what an experience it was for our students!

All the preparation and practice, including singing the same songs many times and adding
the school band to the performance really paid off, we couldn’t be prouder.

Quite often, | talk about how well the students learn, but they learn so much better with the
staff who work with them.

Mrs. Breen is a skilled guitar player and has never shied away from singing in front of an
audience, leading by example to build student confidence.

Mrs. Hughes, who joined the choir this year, has been invaluable in supporting and guiding
our students to be the best version of themselves.

Then there is me, Mrs. McColl, | have led our choir for the past nine years. This has been
such a joy and a highlight of my job.

We, with our students have formed an amazing choir, delighting audiences around
Mandurah with our passionate and inspiring performances.



We look forward to seeing you at our next event.

Workplace Learning - Mrs Michelle Lockley

The Year 10 students finished their Workplace Learning (WPL) in the community a little
earlier than usual this year due to camp, with their final day of work being 10th
September 2025.

Congratulations to all the Year 10 students who did an amazing job at their workplaces,
earning very positive feedback from employers. You should all be very proud of yourselves.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the parents and carers of the Year 10
students, whose commitment and encouragement enabled the students to excel in their
placements. Thank you for your ongoing support.

We would also like to extend a big thank you to our school staff who supported students
throughout their placements to ensure they were successful in their workplaces. We would
not have been able to have all students participate in WPL without the flexibility and
commitment of our staff.

Finally, we want to express our appreciation for the new and existing employers in our
community who supported our school and students through WPL:

e Belswan Lifestyle Villages
e Game On Mandurah
¢ Halls Head College Canteen

e Halls Head College Library

e Mandurah Library

¢ Mandurah Wildlife

e Meadow Springs Primary School Library
® Pinjarra Diner

e Respawn Point

e Riverside Primary School

¢ Vinnies Halls Head

e World of Kids Halls Head

e Workpower

We have already begun planning for Workplace Learning in 2026 with our current Year 9
students via the Work Readiness Program. The Year 9s have been sharing their talents and
interest with staff, with this information then being used to find suitable placements in 2026.

The parents and carers of our current Year 9 students will be invited to attend a Parent
Information Session in Term 4, where they will receive first-hand information about the Year
10 programs being delivered in 2026. Further information will be sent home with the Year 9
students during Term 4




T & E - Mr Scott Fraser
What a fantastic Term 3 in the Shed.

In Woodwork, students completed Upright Herb Gardens and Garden Furniture using
recycled wood from pallets.

In our Sustainability classes, we learned about the importance of being part of an eco-
friendly school. This included lessons on waste minimisation through the principles of
reduce, re-use, and recycle. Our classroom duties involved overseeing paper recycling,
composting food scraps, preparing garden beds for growing vegetables, mulching, and
participating in the Cash for Cans program.

Cooking classes, supported by the OzHarvest program, taught students about sustainable
cooking, waste reduction, and healthy eating.

Our school’s recycling program remained a key part of our sustainability efforts. Every
second Tuesday, Year 10 students collected paper bins and brought them to the Shed for
sorting. These bins often contained cans and bottles, so accurate sorting was essential for
recycling. On Thursdays, the Year 10 team placed the sorted bins out for collection before
returning them to school, completing a successful recycling cycle. Cans and bottles were
placed in our Cash for Cans containers; we recently filled two large containers for recycling at
the Community Recycling Centre.



Our compost tumblers were brimming with rich compost materials, ready for use in our
gardens. The cooler weather made our worms very happy, and students were excited to
witness the birth of many baby worms!

Our garden beds thrived with winter vegetables such as carrots, beetroot, silver beet, beans,
peas, and cauliflower.

| would like to thank everyone for their continued commitment to making our school a
greener, more eco-friendly place. Remember, every small action contributes to a larger
impact—whether it's reducing waste, conserving energy, or promoting sustainable practices
in our school. Together, we can make a difference!
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Year 8.1 - Ms Gretchen Lee

This term flew by so quickly! We are so excited to share that we went swimming. All
students absolutely loved the sensory experience of being in the water and enjoying the
feeling of weightlessness.

During weeks 5-8, we visited the MARC to swim and have fun. It was wonderful to see the
students playing and to hear them laughing throughout our visit. As always, we finished up
at the café with hot chips and gravy, a much-loved tradition!



English - All students worked very hard to achieve their English goals this term. Our focus
was on informative writing and creating a presentation on a specific animal. Each student
chose a different animal, it was so interesting to learn about the wide variety of animals they
selected and to see their enthusiasm when sharing facts.

Maths - a few students made excellent progress with their times tables, while others
became very skilled at identifying and working with 2D and 3D shapes. All extended their
measuring skills and were extremely proud of their efforts.

We were given the opportunity to contribute to R U OK? Day, which was celebrated on 11th
September. This day serves as an important reminder to check in with the people we care
about. The students carefully counted sunflower seeds into envelopes and placed stickers on
both the front and back. Together, we delivered the completed packs to Mrs. Evans in
Student Services, who then distributed them to the wider school community.

We are all looking forward to saying goodbye to the cold, rainy weather and welcoming the
warmer weather and all the wonderful things that Spring brings.
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Year 8.2 - Mr John Barker

This term, our Year 8 class was engaged in a rich and exciting cross-curricular focus on
Aboriginal culture and perspectives.



English - this term we incorporated our English and HASS lesson, exploring Aboriginal sacred
landmarks to create detailed reports and posters. Students researched such sites as Uluru,
The Three Sisters, The Bungle Bungles, Wolfe Creek and The Devils Marbles. The research
and reports deepened their understanding of the cultural significance of Country and place.

To complement this learning, students created stunning dot paintings. They used story
stones featuring Aboriginal symbols to tell their own Dreamtime-inspired stories, such as
"How the Witchetty Grub Came to Be" and "How the Two Men Met at the Meeting Place."

Their digital skills were also on display as they used the Scratch program to animate scenes
from their stories or to create Aboriginal-themed projects, blending storytelling with coding
in creative and meaningful ways.

Maths - In Maths we worked on Chance and Data. We conducted school-wide surveys to
gather data on topics such as students' favourite characters before interpreting the results.
We also flipped cups 20 times to collect and analyse data, leading to interesting discussions
around chance.

Health - the focus during term 3 was on self-care and relationships. Students designed self-
care brochures, offering strategies and support options they could turn to when facing
challenges. They demonstrated great maturity and awareness in this task.

It was a busy, creative, and thoughtful term. We are incredibly proud of the effort and
enthusiasm Year 8 brought to all areas of learning.




Science & STEM - Ms Tamara Russell

This term in science, we dove into Biological Sciences, exploring animals in new and
fascinating ways.

The students enjoyed a wide range of activities and were an absolute pleasure to teach.
Their contributions were always welcomed and deeply valued.

Year 7s- investigated animal groupings and learned how to distinguish between mammals,
reptiles, birds, fish and amphibians. They created animal fact files for each group, labelled
the anatomy of different animals, used diagrams to classify animal groups, and played the
“Who Am I?” reptile card game.

We began to explore sustainability and the impact of human activity on our environmental
footprint, before investigating ways in which carbon can be captured.

Year 8s- we explored the differences between living and non-living things, studied baby and
adult animal relationships and learned about three- and four-stage life cycles, including the
human life cycle. Together, we identified key developmental milestones for each life stage.
We studied the lifecycle of plants, by planting lettuce seeds at the start of the term, turning
these into a lovely fresh salad at the end of term. We also examined the organs of chickens,
worms and humans, comparing them to highlight similarities and differences.

Year 9s- investigated how animals adapt to their environments, how those environments
change over time and the roles of natural selection and evolution. Students researched a
variety of animals, including polar bears, frogs, dolphins, zebras, elephants, dingoes,
raccoons, echidnas and giraffes, as well as animals of their own choosing. Studying how
Darwin’s finches and prehistoric mammals evolved to adapt to environmental pressures over
both short and long time periods was an interesting activity which all enjoyed. The year 9s

also explored theories behind the extinction of dinosaurs and why some mammals survived.
We wrapped up the topic with engaging Animal Adaptation and Prehistoric Mammals dice
games.

Year 10 STEM- a WWF program called "The Missing Piece" provided a fun and engaging
learning activities to help understand the problems faced by forest ecosystems when one of
their key species, the tiger, disappears. Through these activities, the year 10s gained valuable
insights into the interconnectedness of nature. Students engineered towers from various
materials using masking tape and then attempted to build the same towers without it — a
metaphor for how ecosystems change when a key species is removed. We also played
multiple Jenga-style games, in which students tried to predict the "tiger piece" and observed
how removing it could cause the whole structure to collapse, symbolising ecosystem
imbalance.

This term has been truly amazing! | greatly appreciate the effort, enthusiasm and hard work
displayed by all year levels.




Art - Miss Jasmine Smith

It has been another amazing term, creating some beautiful art pieces to decorate our
classrooms and our school.

Year 7s- have explored multimedia art, combining both painting and photography in their
work. They created striking silhouette portraits by using photography techniques and
painting bold, colourful backgrounds to create contrast. The results are creative, vibrant, and
a wonderful showcase of their developing artistic skills.

Year 8s- developed their printmaking skills. Using stencils and a sponge-dabbing technique,
they created colourful silhouettes of sea creatures. To complete their artworks, students
added intricate patterns and details with metallic paint markers, giving their sea creatures a
unique and eye-catching finish.






